
Page 1 of 5 

NoveList Scavenger Hunt  

Make Yourself at Home 
1. Open NoveList and take a look around the home page.  On the left side 

of the screen is the “Quick Search” feature. In order, what are the four 
options found in the dropdown list? 

a. Author, Series, Title, Keyword 
b. Title, Series, Keyword, Author 
c. Author, Keyword, Series, Title 
d. Author, Title, Series, Keyword 
e. Keyword, Author, Title, Calories per serving 
 

2. Take a look at the tabs across the top of NoveList. Which tab would you 
click to launch a more detailed query, utilizing one of six separate search 
screens? 

a. Home 
b. Search Our Database 
c. Browse Lists 
d. For Readers 
e. Readers' Advisory 
f. School Resources 

 
3. Which tab would you click to find feature articles that help connect fiction 

to educational curricula? 
a. Home 
b. Search Our Database 
c. Browse Lists 
d. For Readers 
e. Readers' Advisory 
f. School Resources 
 

4. Which tab would you click to locate lists of award-winning books, or 
books listed by genre or topic? 

a. Home 
b. Search Our Database 
c. Browse Lists 
d. For Readers 
e. Readers' Advisory 
f. School Resources 
 

5. You need a book discussion guide for readers in your library's monthly 
book club.  Which tab would you click to find one?  Is there a way to 
search for rather than browse book discussion guides?  (Hint: the answer 
to part two of this question appears on the correct tab page.) 

a. Home 
b. Search Our Database 
c. Browse Lists 
d. For Readers 
e. Readers' Advisory 
f. School Resources 
 

6. You are doing a segment in the next staff meeting on readers' advisory 
and your staff's background in fiction.  You would love to have staff 
members complete a survey of what they know about popular adult 
fiction authors.  NoveList has such a resource; where is it? 
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NoveList Scavenger Hunt for Library Staff 

Hunt for Books and Information About Books 
1. Click the Search Our Database tab and select the appropriate search 

to find the Jack Reacher series.  Which of the following titles is the 
10th title in the series? 

a. Persuader 
b. Echo Burning 
c. The Hard Way 
d. Die Trying 

 
2. When entered in a Describe a Plot search (level set for Adult), which 

of the following search strings will retrieve Breakthrough by R. J. 
Pineiro? 

a. love stories time travel 
b. high epic fantasy quest 
c. fast paced thriller 
d. coming of age stories mother daughter 

 
3. What is the Lexile score for Janet McDonald's Harlem Hustle? 

a. 610 
b. 1000 
c. 840 
d. 780 

 
4. Which of the following sources have contributed full-text reviews to 

NoveList's record for Anne Tyler's Digging to America? 
a. Booklist 
b. Kirkus Reviews 
c. Library Journal 
d. Publishers Weekly 
e. School Library Journal 

 
5. Locate the First Chapter excerpt for Tyler's Digging to America on the 

title record.  Which of the following is the book's first phrase? 
a. "You could hear a distant hum […]" 
b. "Step around the bend […]" 
c. "At eight o'clock in the evening, […]" 

 
(continued next page) 
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NoveList Scavenger Hunt for Library Staff 

Look for Lists 
1. Locate a pre-made list of historical fiction for young adults entitled 

"Teens from Other Times."  Which of the following titles is the 19th on 
this list? 

a. Before We Were Free by Julia Alvarez 
b. Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers 
c. Listening for Lions by Gloria Whelan 

 
2. Click the School Resources tab and find an article that includes a 

vetted list of juvenile books set in Arizona.  Which of the following 
titles is on the list? 

a. Whichaway by Glendon Swarthout 
b. Morning Glory Monday by Arlene Alda 
c. Holding Up the Earth by Dianne E. Gray 

 
3. Browse the Best Fiction lists to determine which of the following titles 

won the 2004 Edgar Allan Poe Award for Best Mystery Novel. 
a. Black Dog by Thomas Laird 
b. An Unpardonable Crime by Andrew Taylor 
c. Resurrection Men by Ian Rankin 
d. High Country by Nevada Barr 

 
4. What are Grab and Go lists?  Find a Grab and Go list of books suitable 

for reading aloud to 7th graders. 
 
 
(continued next page) 
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Answer Key for the NoveList Scavenger Hunt:

Make Yourself at Home 
 

1. D. Author, Title, Series, Keyword – Quick Search provides fast 
results for Novelist users who know what they are looking for and do 
not require more extensive guides or limiters to narrow their results. 

 
2. B. Search Our Database — In addition to Author, Title, Series and 

Keyword, NoveList allows users to use Guided Boolean (drop-down 
menus for selecting fields to search) and Freehand Boolean advanced 
searching options. You can also search NoveList's editorial content—
e.g. feature articles, ready-made booklists, book discussion guides, 
and awards lists—using our Article and List Search. 

 
3. F. School Resources — You'll find a variety of resources for 

educators and parents at this tab, from BookTalks for both children 
and young adults to articles and annotated bibliographies. 

 
4. C. Browse Lists — NoveList tracks over 200 awards and honors in 

its Best Fiction section.  Explore Fiction genre and topical lists allow 
readers to browse by clicking on genre and then subgenre icons 
(e.g.: two paths one could follow are "Adult Mysteries and 
Thrillers Forensic Detectives" and "Adult Mysteries and 
Thrillers Native American Detectives"). 

 
5. D. For Readers — The For Readers tab contains many different 

resources designed to either help readers find more books they will 
enjoy or delve deeper into what they read—including Book Discussion 
Guides (which can also be found using Article and List Search).  
Annotated Book Lists, Author Read-Alikes, and BookTalks are also 
located here, along with the link to our What We're Reading feature.  
Readers' Advisory experts such as Joyce Saricks, Nancy Pearl, Barry 
Trott, and David Wright regularly contribute What We're Reading 
columns describing the books that are their current companions. 

 
6. Readers' Advisory Tab.  The ARRT Genre Fiction List (found under 

"More RA Staff Support" at this tab) was developed by the Adult 
Reading Round Table in Chicago to help librarians assess their 
personal knowledge of popular fiction titles.  This and other useful 
staff development activities and resources are accessible at the 
Readers' Advisory tab. 

 
Hunt for Books and Information About Books 

1. C. The Hard Way is the 10th book in this series by Lee Child.  
NoveList's Find a Series Name feature allows you to use a series 
name to get a list of titles in the series—displayed in reading order!  
Books in series also display links to the reading-order list on 
individual title records. 

 
(continued next page) 
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Answer Key for the NoveList Scavenger Hunt:
 

 

2. C. fast paced thriller — Entering "fast paced thriller" will retrieve 
the Pineiro title.  Describe a Plot searches not only NoveList's subject 
headings field but also the full-text reviews contained in the product.  
This greatly expands the product's searching capability.  You may 
want to try all of the searches mentioned in the question to see what 
types of books they retrieve.  (NoveList also allows you to sort results 
lists by Popularity—so you can see which fast-paced thrillers are 
being purchased the most in bookstores and libraries nationwide!) 

 
3. C. 840 — Lexile scores are scores assigned to books as a measure of 

their readability.  You can use Lexile scores to help young readers 
locate books at their level, not a generic grade level. 

 
4. A, B, C, D, E.  — NoveList contains full-text reviews from all of these 

sources for this title. 
 

5. C. — NoveList contains over 14,000 First Chapter excerpts to help 
readers decide whether a particular book is one that will interest 
them. 

 
Look for Lists 

1. C. Listening for Lions by Gloria Whelan — Pre-made booklists at 
the Browse Lists tab include Explore Fiction lists.  Explore Fiction lists 
provide a selection of titles on popular topics and in popular genres.  
All juvenile-level Explore lists (Easy, Children's, and Young Adult) 
were updated in 2006. 

 
2. A. Whichaway by Glendon Swarthout. — NoveList has a number 

of articles/annotated bibliographies in series, such as the Fiction from 
the 50 States articles.  Each Fiction from the 50 States article lists 
titles that convey a strong sense of place, whether it is through the 
fictional retelling of an historic event or a modern story that reveals 
details about the setting.  These articles are accessible from the 
School Resources tab—or you can use Article and List Search to 
search Teaching with Fiction articles to locate the one you need. 

 
3. C. Resurrection Men by Ian Rankin won the 2004 Edgar Allan Poe 

Award for Best Mystery Novel.  NoveList contains information on over 
200 awards at the Browse Lists tab.  These lists make good handouts 
or can be used as the basis for book displays. 

 
4. Grab and Go Book Lists, which can be accessed at both the Browse 

Lists and School Resources tabs, are lists focused specifically on the 
topics than students, teachers, and librarians have been asking for.  
(Description is found at the top of the Grab and Go page.)  All of the 
lists have been created by librarians, teachers, and literature 
specialists.  New lists are added every month, and Read-aloud—
Middle School Picture Books is the latest list in the Picture Books 
for Older Students category. 

 
 


